The Duty of ſetting our Affection on Things above. 
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of your — en 2 er u n 3 
on the Earth. For ye are dead, and your 


Life © bl with cl, NG. See 


H E SE Words have s. nie Relation 
co ſomething going before, and from 
+1 which they, ſeem to be an Inference: 
The Paſſage: 
to be tlie twelſth Vere of the — Chapter; 
Buried with him in Baptiſin, wherein alſo you-are 
riſen with him through! the Faith, of the Operation 
of: God,” who bath raiſed bim fram the Dead. From 
which the Apoſtle infers, (whatever i incervencs be» 
ing to be-lovked: as he 4 Je! then 
be riſen with Chriſt. 

FOR the better und gof which Wards, 
it may be neceſſary to — that there is in 
them a plain Alluſion to rhe antient Manner of 
baptizing, which was by Immer/ian, or having the 


whole Body pur ys" wur: The Defcent into 
which 


ta which they refer, I cake = 


| 
| 
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A SERMON preach'd at the 


which was looked upon by the firſt Chriſtians to 
be a Figure of Death : The Continuance in, and 
as it were Concealment of the Body under it, as a 
Repreſentation of Burial : And the Aſcenfion out of 
it, as a kind of Image or Similitude of the Reſur- 
rection. So that every Perſon thus baptized, was, 
by the very Form and Intention of his Baptiſm, 
thought to be dead to Sin, buried, and riſen again, 
as it were, out of the Grave of his former Cor» 
ruptions, And it ſeems but a natural Conſequence 

and Continuation of the Metaphor, on Sup 
tion he was riſen with Chrift, that he ought alſo 
to aſcend with him. The Meaning therefore of 
the Words before us is in ſhort, this: “ Ye, ye Chri- 
« ſtians, being in and by your very Baptiſm, and 
t the typical Signification of it, dead and riſen 
« again, your true Life from henceforth is that 
« holy and heavenly Life, which, tho' at preſent 
« inviſible, ye ſhall live with Chriſt in the Pre- 
it ſence of God; and if ſo, ye ought, from the 
tt very Moment of your Baptiſm, to ſet your Af- 
« fection on Things above; to uſe your utmoſt 
% Endeavours to lead this new kind of Life, which 
« Chriſt has purchaſed, and taken Poſſeſſion of for 
you; and no more to live to fin now, than ye 
« will then,” Ye muſt riſe with him to good 
Works bere, if ye expect or hope to riſe to Glory 
with him hereafter, | | 
T HIS may be ſufficient to ſhew the Nature and 
Connection of the Apoſtle's Reaſoning in theſe 
Verſes. The general Truth, or Poinc of Inſtruc- 
tion contained in them, is plainly this: That the 
Reſurrection, here alluded to, is of a moral Na- 
o cure, 


— 


— 


Funeral of Mrs. Mary Turvile. 
ture, a Reſurrection in this World, viz. from a 
Death of Sin unto a Life of Righteouſneſs : That 
every Perſon, who is by Baptiſm admitted into the 
Chriſtian Religion, then enters upon a new and 
heavenly State of Life: Engages and undertakes, 
by the Grace of God, to wean and withdraw his 
Affection from Things on Earth, and to ſet and 
fix them on Things above. To have his Conuerſa- 
tion in Heaven, | 
MY Deſign, from the Text, is to ſtrike in with 
this mournful Occaſion, to take the Advantage of 
that Seriouſneſs and Attention, which ſuch fad So- 
lemnities naturally inſpire, and of that bleſſed 
Example this in particular furniſhes us with, in 
| order the more effectually to perſuade us to this 
Duty ; by ſhewing what powerful Reaſons and 
Inducements we Chriſtians have to ſer our Hearts 
and Affection on Things above, and not on Things 
on the Earth, © . 

AND theApoſtle's Argument in theſe Words be- 
ing taken from hence, that we being in Baptiſm 
figuratively dead, buried, and _ again; our 
true Life is that ſpiritual and celeſtial Life, which 
(tho' concealed from mortal Sight) we ſhall live 
with Chriſt hereafter ; attended with a Caution not 
to let Things on Earth, Things pleaſant and power- 
ful, becauſe preſent and grateful co Senſe, tempt us 
to negle& this divine Life, by drawing our Affec- 
tions towards them: I think I can no way do 

greater Juſtice to this Argument, or ſet it in a 
fuller and ſtronger Light, than by placing the 
Things belonging to this preſent State, and the 


Things of the next, (ſo far as we know them, = 
the 
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== , A StrMon'(preacbed/abebe | 
the Time will permit) in the ſame View? SG that 
by a 

van they differ from each other! . how mean 
and trifling, vain and inſignificant, tranſitory and- 
fading every Thing in this World is, when com- 
pared with the Gloties' of the other f and what a 
mighty Folly! (not to fay Madneſs) it is in us; to 
ſuffer the poor and periſhing Pleaſures ariſing from 


joint Compariſon of them, welmay ſec ho-. 


Things on Earth, to ſteal our Hearts and Affec- 


tions from the more ſolid and durable Joys of 


Heaven! 21 en i MIGUOEK 250; 
AND the better to do this, I ſhall take the Li- 
berty to invert the Apoſtle's Order, and the more 
ſucceſsfully to prevail with us to ſet our Affections 
on Things above, I ſhall thew''in the firſt Place, 
that there is nothing here below capable of making- 
us happy, and on that Account nothing here wor- 
thy of our Aﬀection. *; BOY ; 
INDEED ro illuſtrate this Truth as it deſerves 
would require a Volume: But it may in ſome Mea- 
ſure appear from a tranſient View, a ſhort Indu- 
tion, of a few Particulars.— If Ricbes be the Idol 


{Job xxxi. 24. of our Imaginations, and we make Gold our Eope,” 


ana ſay to fine Gold thou art my Confidence, and 
ſeem to think there is no Satisfaction or Security 


ke xii. 19, like that of the rich Fool in the Goſpel, 'who: lard 


up Goods for himſelf for many years: yet there is 
generally ſo much Trouble in getting, ſo much 
Care in keeping, ſo much Danger of loſing, and 
ſo many anxious Fears on that Account, that theſe 
muſt vaſtly abate the Pleaſure we propos d to out 
ſelves in the Poſſeſſion of them. And after all out 


Sollicitude and Caution, theſe are ſuch flekle and 


fleeting 


fleeting 
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ſhadows; chat we are not always able to 
ſecure them. The Apoſtle elegantly adviſes, not 
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to fruft in uncertain Riches ; and the wiſe King 1 Tim. vi: 14 
with a beautiful kind of Wonder and *Amaze- 


ment aſks, Wilt thou ſet thine Eyes upon, that Prov. xxiii. g 
which is not? For Riches certainly make themſelves | 
Wings, they fly away, as an Eagle towards Heaven. 
And what is a yet more unfortunate Circumſtance, 
there is often no other Advantage in a-ſplendid 
Fortune, than to tempt ſome to Envy, and others 
to deprive us of it; and ſometimes by ſtriking at 
our very Lives, to make Way to our Poſſeſſions. 
Or ſuppoſing nothing of this Nature to happen, yet 
Riches are ſo far from being able to make us hap- 
Ppy, that they have to maſt Tempers a natural 
Tendency to make us miſerable. Though they 
have no real Excellencies in themſelves, and ate 
Things without us, no Perfection, or ſo much 
as a Part, of our Natures; yet we are too apt to 
be proud of theſe glittering Trifles, and of our 
ſelves for their ſakes. They fill our Minds with 
Vanity and Conceit: Hence unreaſonable Expe- 
ctations from others, and as unreaſonable Reſent- 
ments if theſe are not complied wich: Hence the 
common Accidents of Life are improved into 
Misfortunes, caſual Neglects into Affronts and In- 
juries; all which naturally tend to make vs un- 
eaſy, And what is the greateſt Unhappineſa of all, 
they are often too ſucceſﬆul Temptations to us, 
not only to over- value our ſelves, and deſpiſe our 
-Neighbour, but to forget God and our Duty; co 
make us ſo fond of this World, that we ſeldom 
or never think of the other. And even in * 
LO : : W 
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- .  A'SERMON preach'd at the 
of this World, they are frequently Misfortunes'to 
us: The Cauſes of our loſing Health of Body 
and Tranquility of Mind; neither of which when 
loſt are they able to reſtore. And at laſt (for if 
they leave not us, we muſt ſhortly leave them) 
after having contributed to our infelicity in Life, 
are of no other Service but to imbitter our Death. 
Such Conſiderations as theſe (and many more 
[| Prov. xxx. 8. might be added) drew from wiſe Agdr a Prayer 
againſt them, and may be ſufficient to prevail 
with us, not to ſet our Affections on Things ſo 
uncertain, ſo dangerous, ſo fatal as theſe, 
IF we place, as many have placed *, our Hap- 
ineſs in Power; we ſhall find, as Thouſands 
— found before us, to our great Diſappoint- 
ment, that it creates many Enemies, and thoſe 
real and often bitter ones; and but few Friends, 
and thoſe not rarely falſe and inſincere; Spies 
upon our Behaviour, and watching all Opportuni- 
ties of making their own Advantage in our Fall. 
And indeed theſe are generally not our Friends, 
but their own, the Friends and Followers of our 
Fortune. It may help to put us out of conceit 
with the Poſt of high Place and Honour, how 
fair ſoever in Idea, to conſider with what mighty 
Difficulty Innocence and Integrity can be main- 
tained in it! How many, in the common Courſe 
of the World, muſt be flattered, and how many 
deceived ! Some, no doubt, to their Ruin. How 
few can be obliged ! How many diſappointed, and 
of Courſe diſguſted ! Beſides Man's Power is al- 


' * Imbecilla enim Natura e&t ad contemnendam Potentiam, Cicero. 
' moſt - 
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moſt wholly imaginary ; if Dependants or Subjects 
loſe a Senſe of Duty, what, or where, is it? Ic 
ſeems at moſt but a Power by Curteß. And who 
would place his Happineſs, or ſo much as Safety, 
in ſtanding on the Point of a Pinnacle! In any 
Thing attended wich ſo many 1nconventencies, ſo 
great Uncertainty, and Hazard! And even 
that Ambition which is to raiſe us to it, and put 
us in Poſſeſſion of it, being, in the very Nature 
of it, an Enemy to Reſt or Content, is ſcarce 
ever to be made eaſy. It is apter to awake De- 
ſires than to ſatisfy them. As it riſes, its Pro- 
ſpect is ever enlarging. The Vanity and Vexa- 
tion of it is, that it will for ever have ſome one 
Point to carry, and conſequently be for ever ſo 
far ſhort of Felicity. It uſually terminates. ia- 
deed, firſt or laſt, in being a Favourite to Day, 
and in Diſgrace we know not why to Morrow, ._. 

POPULARITY, or an Itch of vain Admi- 
ration and Applauſe, is ſtill fillier, and conſe- 

uently farther from yielding any true Satiſ- 
faction Alas! of what Value can the Opini- 
on of the World, i. e. of the ignorant and ill- 


judging, of the trifling and the vain, of the preju- 


diced and the corrupt, be to any Man, who en- 
deavours to think wiſely, or to live well? And 
what a ſad Thing muſt it be, not to be able to 
enjoy one's ſelf without the Leave of ſuch! If 
theſe Wretches with-hold their Favour (and no 
ſooner ſhall they perceive that his. Happineſs is 
placed in it than they certainly will) he 1s ruined 
and undone. And can that be deem'd Felicity, 
which is ſo precarious as to depend upon the 
Madneſs of the People, _ Pleaſure of a 8 


— 


A SErMoN preach'd at the 
leſs and giddy Multitude, almoſt always in the 
Wrong, and if by chance in the Right, yer 
changeable as the Wind or Wave? It is not eaſy 
ro ſay whether ſuch a Man as this is juſtly more 
wretched or contemptible. He begs the moſt 
worthleſs Things from the meaneſt of “ Creatures, 
and yet muſt of Courſe become miſerable if refu- 
fed them, and is almoſt ſure of being ſo. 

AS to what are peculiarly called Pleaſures, let 
it ſuffice to obſerve, that Men of the beſt and moſt 
improved Underftandings have in every Age ſpoke 
of theſe with great Indifference, if not Contempt. 
Even Heathen Writers * thought they deſerv'd not 
the Name of Pleaſure; were below the Dignity of 
an human Soul ; and of all other Follies the moſt 
injurious to the Mind. That to grow fond of 
them was to turn Rivals to the Beaſts that periſh, 
and to place our Happineſs no higher than theirs; 
to degrade the Man into the Brute, They have 
been compar'd to Flowers, which indeed look 
ſweet and tempting at a Diſtance, but are. no 
ſooner gathered, than they begin to fade and die. 

BUT though theſe ſhould fail of making us 
happy, there is ſomething yet remaining which 
promiſes fairer than they all, and that is Friend- 
ſbip. Friendſhip, which has been juſtly eſteemed 
a Cure, and, as it were, Charm for every Cala- 
mity ; our laſt Retreat, and beſt Security againſt 


* Vide, ne plus commendatio in Vulgus, & hæc, quz expetitur, Gloria 
moleſtiz habeat, quam voluptatis. Leviculus ſane noſter Demoſthenes, 
qui illo ſuſurro delectari ſe dicebat aquam ferentis mulierculz, ut mos in 
Gracia eſt, inſuſurrantiſque alteri. Hic eff ille Demoſthenes. Quid hoc 
levius? At quantus Orator ? Sed apud alios loqui videlicet didicerat, non 
multum ipſe ſecum. Cicero, Tuicul. Diſput. V. 56. N 

Plato, Cicero, Seneca, c. almaſt every where, 


che 
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the Arrows of Fortune (to uſe a popular, but im- 
proper Way of ſpeaking) and af the World. A 
famous Heathen obſerved, That notbing is ſo ſuita- 
ble or convenient either for Proſperity or Adverjity : 
Tt rendering. the former more ſplendid and happy, 


and the latter, by a Participation of 1t, more eaſy 
and tolerable, The Author of Ecclefiafticus calls 


* 


14 


a faithful Friend, ſtill more elegantly, the Medi- ch. vi. 16. 


cine of: Life. He is undoubtedly one of the great- 
eſt Bleſſings which God can beſtow on Man, and 
they, and they only, who fear the Lord ſhall find 
bim. But yet this Bleſſing, however great, is at 
preſent hard to be met with. The Pretence is com- 
mon, the Thing it ſelf rare. The Truth is, there 
is ſcarce Virtue enough left in the World to ſup- 
port it, for without Virtue Friendſbip cannot poſſibly 


ub ſiſt, nor has it any Place but among the Good®. 


A thouſand Frailties, Follies, Paſſions, Contrarie- 
ties of Temper, Inclinations, Intereſts, and an un- 
accountable Inconſtancy, either prevent or break, 
or at leaſt cool and diſcompoſe it. And yet a lit- 
tle Ingenuity on the one hand, in owning our own 
Infirmities and Failings, and a little good Nature on 
the other, in overlooking and pardoning theirs, 
would heal all theſe petty Differences and. Miſun- 
derſtandings, cool thoſe Heats, and ſoften and 
ſweeten all thoſe ſharp and four Humours which 
are cauſed by them. But as the Caſe now ſtands, 
our own narrow Thoughts, filly Humours, and 


© Nihil eſt enim tim Naturz aptum, tim conveniens ad Res tim 


ſecundas quàm adverſas—— Nam & ſecundas Res fplendidiores facit 


Amicitia, & adverſas partiens communicanſque leyiores.Cicerode Anvicitide = 


Nec ſine virtute Amicitia eſſe ullo pacto poteſt Niſi in bonis 
Amicitiam eſſe non poſſe. Cicero ibid. | ns 


B 2 ſelfiſh | 


A SERMON preachd at the 
ſetfiſh Views, ſeem entirely to engroſs our whole 
Hearts, and to leave no room even for the moſt 
amiable Qualities, or the moſt valuable Virtues, 
of another, This is indeed a fair Plant, but it 
is apt to wither and die, or at beſt to look 
fickly, in an earthly Climate, and muſt perhaps 
be tranſplanted into an heavenly Soil, be fore 
it can arrive at its full Beauty and Perfection: 
It is however worth our Care and Culture, and 


tho' it cannot (amidſt our Follies, Humours, and 


Eccles. ii. 13. 


the preſent Circumſtances of human Life) make 
us perfectly happy, yet the more, in all proper In- 
ſtances, we cheriſh and improve it, the nearer | 
Happineſs we-ſhall be continually approaching“. 
BUT there 1s one Thing more, and ſtill more 
valuable, and that is Knowledge or Wiſdom. ' In 
this the Wiſe, the wiſeſt of Men, have ever placed 
Happineſs, and by their own Confeſſions, have 
found that in Retirement among Books, which 
they had in vain ſought after in the World among 
Men. This indeed promiſeth faireſt, (for Wiſdom 
excelleth Folly, as far as Light excelleth Darkneſs) | 
perhaps of all the Vanities under the Sun is the 
leaſt, and has this peculiar Recommendation, that 
it preſerves us (both as it employs our Time, and 
improves our Minds) from a thouſand Follies and 
Indiſcretions, and is on many Accounts our beſt 
Guard againſt Vice. So that tho' it cannot make 
us happy, yet it keeps us from making our ſelves 


EG O vos hortari tantùm poſſum, ut Amicitiam ne Rebus 
humanis anteponatis. Cicero de Amicit. V. | | 
Qua (ic. Amicitia] quidem haud ſcio, an exceprd ſapientid quicquam 
melius Homini fit a Diis Immortalibus datum, ibid. VI We. 


miſerable, 


; 8 
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miſerable: And if with Sohmem we underſtänd 


it Religion, (which alone is true Wiſdom) we hay 


what we are ſeeking, Fearing God and kerbing bi 


13 


Commandments being the whole Happmeſ} * Man Eccles. xii. 134 


But in any other Senſe it too will fail us: As our 
Knowledge increaſeth, Doubts, and conſequently 
Diſquiets, will be increaſing with it, and we ſhall 
be painfully ſenſible how little, after all, we 'are 
capable: of really knowing. We mall bot mark 
Folly, Pride, Infincerity;” and IM-natufe, With à 
quicker Eye, feel Misfortune and Miſery ini a mote 
exquiſite Manner, and grow more unhappy in Pro- 


portion as Wiſdom teaches us to fear the more, 
and hope the leſs. And if we give our Hearts te 
ſeek and ſearch out by Wiſtlom; concerning all Things 


that are done under Heaven, we ſhall find hir to 


be @ ſore Travel which God hath given to'theSons of Eccles i. ay | 


Men, to be exerciſed therewith, And whoſoever un- 
dertaketh it, will experience to his Coſt, that mm 


much Wiſdom is much Grief, and be that increafeth ch: i. „% 
Knouledge increaſeth Sorrow: Of which it is not 
perhaps the leaſt Part, that he can ſcarce get'a 


good Underſlanding, be fore he hath got a bad Con- 
flitution. However, the Pleaſure ariſing from it 
here, is ſometimes: ſo raviſhing, as to give us a 


Foretaſte of What it will do for us hereafter, 


when we ſhall have got Bodies glorified, Souls 


„ In the Original, zt is che holt ef Man : Our Tranſlators have 


added Lucy, piouſly enough; but not ſo agreeably to the Context. 


Solomon's Enquiry is after Happineſs,” and having ſought it to ho Purpaſe 
in Knowledge, Riches and Pleaſure, he concludes that” it'is to be fohnd 
in Religion alone: That tc fear God and deep bis Commandmpnts is the 
whole Happine/s of Man. This makes the Book and the,Conclufion 
from it of a Piece. . 54 


I enlarged, 


* 1/4. SERMON preatbed at ibe 
—_ - enlarged,: better Senſes, bettet Underſtandings, 
i better Objects, an higher Station, a clearer Me- 
dium, and a freer Proſpecte. 
AND if. we had Leiſure, even but ow * 
Torily. to inſpect every other Circumſtance and 
Condition of Life, We chould ſoon be convinced, 
that hers. is ſome bitter Ingredient in each, and 
that. conſtant Deſire of Change, which we cannot 
but ohſerve in almoſt all, is a ſenſible and unan- 
ſwerahle Argument, that there is no compleat Fe- 
licity to be found in any. Solomon is a ſtanding 
5 Evidence and Example handed down to all Ages, 
it that none, no, nor all of theſe; are capable of 
[| | Eccles. ii. 12. making us happy, /or what can the Man do that | 
| cometh after the King ? He had as great Opportu- 
4 nities as any. can have after him, and he left no 
ch. ii. 10. Experiment, no Method, untried; be w1th-beld not 
WW i. 2. his Heart from any Joy. And yet Vanity of Vant- 
1 ties, faith the Preacher, all is Vanity, nay, more, 
Ch. ii. 11. Vexatien of Spirit, And what makes this Sentence 
the more unexceptionable j 1s, that the Perſon who 
{ paſſed it, (had of all Men, whoever lived „an un- 
5 rival'd Superiority in the Fineneſs of his Taſte, 
ch. i. 16. and the Juſtneſs of his Judgment: He was one uö 
had gotten more Wiſdom than all they who had been | 
before him in Jeruſalem : Yea, bis Heart bad great 
Expertence of Wiſdom and Knwledge. And we yer 
find Men daily, however inconſiſtently with their 
Practice, complaining that Wealth, Power, Popu- 
larity, Pee f O that the preſent Stateof 
Things was elle enough to except Friendſhip i 
and Knowledge ) were never able to balance half 
the Tolls and Anxieties they undergo in the Pur- 
ſuic 
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ſoit and Pofſeflion of them: And if Happineſs is 
not to be found in theſe, in vain ſhall we ſeek it 
elſewhere among the Things on Earth. The Mis- 
fortune and the Wonder is, that tho' the World 
promiſes Felicity, and then deceives us Day after 


Day, yet by a fort of Witcheraft we go on to be- 


lieve it, and after a thouſand Cheats put upon us, 


ſuffer our ſelves to be as eaſily deluded as at firſt. 


And tho' it has convinced us over and over, that it 


cannot it ſelf make us happy, yet it continues ſtill 
in Credit and Power enough with us to divert us 
from thoſe Things which would. And by this fa- 
tal Miſtake we are continually purſuing Happineſs, . 
without ever being able to come up with it: It 
ſeems ever near us, and yet is for ever out of our 
Reach. The Reaſon is, we ſeek it in Ways where 
it is not to be found; from Objects which have it 
not to give; or not in the Manner we ought. It 
was this vain Purſuit after Happineſs here, which 
put one conſiderable Sect of the anttent Philoſovn 
phers : upon placing their chief God in Ingolence or 


Tranquillity, in an Abſence of Defires, an Ad mi- 


ration of Nothing. An Eaſe and Equality of Mind, 


which they aſſerted to be above all other Pleaſure. 


They ſaw plainly that little, if any thing, more was 
to be attained in Chi Life. Their Error was, they 
ſtopped ſhorr, and fought it not, where it was ant 


to be found, in the next. 


HITHER therefore let us repair to ſeek it. | 


Let us leave this Earth, a Climate, as you ſee, too 
barren for Happineſs to grow in. And as our Ca- 


8 The Stoicks, 
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A SERMON preacb'd, at the 


-pacities are plainly above every Thing in it, let 
our Views and Expectations be ſo too. Since there 
is Nothing in it worth our Thoughts and Aﬀec- 
tions, let us look out for Objects more deſerving 
.elſewhere, We mult have little and narrow Souls 
to be ſo pleaſed here, as to think of and defire M 
nothing farther, there being nothing here to ſa- 
tisfy a great or generous Mind.— Heaven is a no- 
ble Aim, and worthy of our Ambition, let us at 
leaſt be Adventurers for it, And having taken a 
.curſory View. of Things below, let us endeavour 
to raiſe our Thoughts to thoſe above, and, ſo far 
as we are at preſent able, examine whether theſe 

do not yield fairer Hopes, and a more promiſing 
Proſpect. E 
AND the firſt remarkable Advantage which 
offers it ſelf in favour of theſe, is, that they are 
free from that Uncertainty and Inconſtancy, that 
Vanity and Emptineſs, which we ſo much com- 
plain of in all worldly Enjoyments. In Heaven is 
no Variableneſs in any Senſe, neither Shadow of 
Turning. The Scriptures expreſs the Happineſs of 
that State by Fulneſs of Foy, and by our being filled 
with it; intimating thereby, that there will not 

then, as now, be an Empty Void, left aching and | 
unſatisfied in the Mind, but that the Pleaſures ari- 
Jing from the Poſſeſſion of theſe good Things will 
be every way perfect and compleat, and delight 
and raviſh us through all the Powers and Faculties 
of our Souls. If at any time they are compared 
to a Feaſt, a Banquet, or a Marriage Supper, this 
is plainly in Compliance with our Weaknels, thoſe 
being Things we are apt to delight in. The Caſe is 
| | | the 
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the ſ-me even when they are repreſented as a Trea- 
ſure, a Cron, a Kingdom; It being the peculiar and 
diſtinguiſhing Excellency of them, that they can 
neither be conceived, or exprefied by any Thing 
we know. Let it ſuffice, that they are n eXceed- 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
ing and eternal Weight of Glory, with which | 
nothing in this preſent World Is worthy to be 
compared. 
BUT to be more oarticylat! We-are told, that 
we [hall not only have vaſt Perfections beſtowed 
upon us, both with Regard to Soul and Body, but, 
that then we ſhall be in the more immediate Pre- 
ſence of God; ſhall ſee Him as He is, not tbhrougb' i John iii. 2. 
a Glaſs darkly, but Face to Face. And not only 1Cor. xiii. 12, 
ſee Him, but be /ike Him, Partakers (as St. Peter 2 Pet. i. 4. 
ſpeaks) of the Divine Nature. Now tho it be 
impoſſible for us at preſent to comprehend that 
Happineſs, or thoſe Perfections, which He enjoys 
in Himſelf, or what Degrees of them He commu- 
nicates to the ſeveral Orders of Beings; yet as we 
know, that whatever is excellent or happy. mult 
be in Him without Limitation, ſo it is reaſonable, 
as well as pious, to believe, they are diffuſed ig 
ſome extraordinary Meaſures and Proportions t 
all thoſe who are admitted to be before His Throne, 
and continually to 5%, Hrs Face. As God is the 
Author of all 185 'G god, the Original of all the 
Excellency, the infibite Fountain of all. the Feli- 
city which is in the Creatures, or enjoyed by them; 
ſo we cannot but i imag ine, that it muſt be a moſt 
tranſcendent Deligh t 5 be His Preſence, aud to 
e Him, who is *h Beaury and all.Per ectioh, as 
He 10 To ſpeak 'of theſe Things in the only 
e Language, 


1 


AsSgnuon preach'd at the © _ 
Language, to illuſtrate them in the only Manner, 
1 we are capable of here: If the Queen of Sheba, 
Kings 1. 3. upon communing with him of all that was in her 
| Heart, and upon ſeeing the Houſe that be had built, i 
ver. 7, 8. could not but ſay to Solomon, Thy Wiſdom and 
Proſperity exceedeth the Fame which I heard; Hap- it 
fy are thy Men, happy are theſe thy Servants, which | 
land continually before thee, and that hear thy il 
Wiſdom : If, I ſay, it be ſuch an exquiſite Plea- i 
ſure to a ſenſible Mind to enjoy the Company and 
Converſation of a Fellow-Creature, a Man like 
our ſelves, when God has} been pleaſed to commu- 
nicate only ſome little more than an ordinary De- 
gree of Wiſdom to him, as that we cannot help 
envying his very Servants the happy Opportunity 
of attending him: How infinitely greater muſt it 
needs be to behold the Grandeur of this Celeſtial 
Court, and to ſtand before this King of Kings! 
In compariſon of whoſe immenſe Wiſdom, that 
of Solomon was but as a Drop of the Bucket, or one 
Grain of Sand when compared with the Univerſe, 
Whatever be in Scripture meant by the Face or 
Preſence of God, by His Throne, by the Third 
Heaven, by Paradiſe, the Habitation of His Glory, 
and the like; no doubt, when it is firſt vouch- 8 
ſafed us, to behold the Majeſty of this Supreme 
Monarch, and to view the Splendors of His hea- il 
venly Palace, its Magnificence, the Number of 
ver. . His Servants, and the Attendance of His Minifters, 
and feel the inconceivable Raptures of beholding il 
and ſtanding continually before Him, we ſhall be 
tranſported with ſuch Delight and Amazement, 
that, like her, we ſhall have no more Spirit left in 
us. 


this Mortal to put on Immortality. To ſee Him 


* 
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us; And confeſs, that we believed not the Words, Ver. 7. 
until we came, and our Eyes had ſeen them, and 
behold not the Half of them had been told us. , 
And it muſt wonderfully add to all the Glories and 
Raptures of this divine Viſion to ſee Chriſt (as my 
Text informs us) fitting on the right-hand of God, 
that merciful Saviour; who lived a Life of Poverty 
and Contempt, and died a Death of Pain and Ig- 
nominy, to make Way for our Reception, and 
purchaſe a free Paſſage for us to the Riches of the Eph. i. 18. 
Glory of this Inheritance among the Saints, Who 
firſt carried our Nature thither, and enabled and 
exalted this Corruptible to put on Incorruption, and 1 Cor. xv. 33 


there the Head of all Principality and Power, in- 1 Coloſs. ii. io 
throned with the Father, cloathed with Glory, and 
inveſted in Majeſty for ever. How muſt the Sight 


of our Heavenly Father, our gracious Creator and 


Preſerver, and of His beloved Son, our deareſt 

Friend and kindeſt Bene factor, fill us withthewarmeſt 
Sentiments of Love and Gratitude, till Contempla- 

tion awakens into Devotion; till the Fire kindles; Pla. wxxix. þ 
and at laſt we ſpeak with our Tongue; break forth 


into everlaſting Hymns and Songs of Praiſe to Him 


who fitteth on the Throne, and to the Lamb far ever Rev. v. 13. 
and ever. | | I it 

THESE Raptures flowing from the Beatific 
Viſion of God, will be: ſtrangely heighcen'd, by 
obſerving how we our ſelves ſhall be thereby trans- 
form'd into the Divine Similitude! How from with _ 
open Face bebolding, as in a Giaſi, the Glory of the* Oer. li.. 


Lord, we ſhall be changed into the ſame Image, from 


Glory to Glory ! i, e. from one Degree of it to ano- 
1H C 2 —_  - 


— 
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A SERMON preech'd at the- 

ther, And what greater Brightneſs and Bliſs can 
we wiſh; or conceive, than to be made like to Him, 
who is all Excellency, all Happineſs ? And beſides 
'the bare Luſtre of it, there will ariſe an additional 
Pleaſure from this: Reſemblance. Likeneſs natu- 
rally creates Affection and Defire, ſo that the nearer | 
we approach to the Nature of God, the more in- 
tenſely we ſhall love, and the more tranſcendent 
Eeſtacy we ſhall receive from the Preſence and En- 
joyment of Him. And as we ſhall be pleaſed and 
tranſported. in beholding and admiring his Perfec- 
tions both Natural and Moral, ſo ſhall we likewife 
in ſeeing our ſelves fo fair and lovely a Copy of this 
divine Original. This“ Plato expreſſes by our 
Union with God, and ſeems to have been wonder- 
fully charmed and delighted with the Idea of it. 

AND among many other Advantages, in a great 
Meaſure unknown here, this will undoubtedly be 
one; that our Underſtandings will be vaſtly en- 
lighten'd and enlarg'd, beyond what at preſent we are 


nose able to imagine. As yet we fee the Perfections 


of the Divine Nature but very: dimly and imper- 


fectly: Tho' we are certain there is a God, yet 
Clouds and Darkneſs are round about Him, ſo that 


we cannot always trace the Footſteps of his Wif- 
dom, or fathom the Depths and Deſigns of his Pro- 
vidence here below. It has been a Complaint in all 
Ages, that the Kingdom of Sin and Satan prevail: 

Tn n ran proſper, while Piety and Virtue 


do u t ;pla ſe Mens agnoſcat, e cum e Me 
Jentat, ex quo inſatiabili Gaudio compleatur. Cicero. Tuſ. Diſput. V. 
c. 25 * 


4 


languiſh 
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anguiſh under Opprefſion: That Craft and Trea- 
hery gain their Ends of Simplicity and Honeſty : 
hat Merit is overlook'd, Innocence aſpers'd, and 
powerful Villany eſcapes unpuniſh'd: And here 
e know not well what to make of 'theſe Things. 
The Weak ſtumble and are offended, ſo as to bo 
Wcmpred,' in an unguarded or trying Hour; to fancy 


hat-the World is not govern'd as becomes infinite 
Juſtice and Wiſdom. They begin, with David, 


Hearts, and to waſh their Hands in Innocency? 
And are ready to aſk, where is that Juſt and Gra- 
10us God who ſhould protect his Servants, and be 


even the Wile and Good; who are convinc'd that 
all will appear right at laſt, that God will be juſti- 


's judged, yet own they are loſt and bewilder'd in 
he Maze of Providence at preſent ; that their Un- 
derſtandings endeavour in vain to trace out theſe 


„ AAA 


Meaſon than they could wiſh, to cry out with 


bis Ways paſt finding out ! 
BUT when we are once got into the Regions 


hich at preſent fo dim and intercept our Sight, 
ill be immediately diſpers'd; and we ſhall ſee 


indings of Providence, which ſo puzzled and 
perplexed our Thoughts, and conquered and con- 


3 Eftis ubi, O Superi ! Sil. Ital. 


eeming Irregularities and Diſorders; and find more> 


pf Light and Bliſs; all theſe Miſts and Clouds, 


learly through all thoſe myſterious Ways and 


: founded 
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o doubt whether it be not 77 varn to cleanſe cheir Pla. lexiii. 14, 


2 Rewarder of thoſe who diligently ſeek Him? And Heb. xi. 6. 


ed in his Proceedings, and be found clear when he Pla. li. 4. 


St. Paul, how unſearchable are his Tudgments, and Rom. xi. 33. | 


Hof, vi. 4. then Vaniſh like the Morning Cloud, or early Dew 
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founded our Reaſonings in this World; and bel 
unſpeakably pleas'd in admiring and adoring hi 
infinite Wiſdom in them all. Particularly, in ob- 
ſerving by what imperceptible Steps, and through 
what unſeen Snares, his Care guided us ſafe ! I 
what critical Moments he watch'd over us foi 
Good! Shielded us from Sin, from Satan, and from 
our Selves ! For what merciful Ends he ſent Judg. 
ments upon us! And by what various Methods, both 
of Love and Correction, he conducted us to Glory 
How many Times perhaps we have murmur'd at 
our Circumſtances and Condition of Life here 
tho' theſe were (as we ſhall then be abundantly 
.convinc'd) the fitteſt and ſafeſt for us; and which 
it may be, a wiſe and good God knew would bel 
the beſt, if not the only, Means of bringing us toi 
His Kingdom. If Sickneſs and Affliction be our 
Lot, we frequently repine ; if Poverty our Portion 
we are generally uneaſy, and fondly fancy either 
that we did not deſerve, or at leaſt, that in Mercy 
God might have ſpared theſe Stripes; that we could 
have been as faithful co Him without them; and 
have found our Way to Heaven, as well from af 
Land that floweth with Milk and Honey, as from 
barren and deſolate Wilderneſt. And yet perhapifi 
His Wiſdom ſaw theſe proper, and even neceſſary 
to render the Operations of His Grace effectual 
or theſe tranſient Evils might be graciouſly in 
tended to cure, afid in ſome meaſure to atone for 
the leſs and leſs obſerv'd Failings even of thoſe 
who are moſt virtuous. And when this Life is al 
an end, all that we call Pain or. Miſery here, will 


ſee T 
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ſeen like a Dream when one awaketh ; and Paſs Wild. v. 14. 
away as the Remembrance of a Gueſt that tarrieth * 
uta Day. And then with what Gratitude muſt 
ve contemplate His Goodneſs, and with what — 2 

y 


ture celebrate His Praiſe, who has been thus wiſe 
and ſevercly kind to us, as to make us happy con- 
Wrrary to our own Judgments, and in ſome meaſure 
Wagainſt our Wills, by leading us through ſuch 
Paths, as, becauſe a little unpleaſant to us, we 
ſhould never of our ſelve3 have choſe to walk in; 
but have travell'd on in thoſe broader and ſmoother 
Ways which lead to Deſtruction ! To fee fully and 
clearly that, what we now conſider as Misfortunes 
and Diſappointments, were in reality no other than 
ſo many Eſcapes and Bleſſings, muſt fill our whole 
Hearts with the moſt grateful Affections toward- 
this watchful Guide and Guardian of all our Steps. 
AND now am ſpeaking concerning the Im- 

provements of our Knowledge in a glorified State, 
and of thoſe Objects which it will probably be con- | 
verſant about, I might add the whole Creation of | 
God, and that Power and Wiſdom by which it was Fu 
at firſt made, and has been ever ſince preſerv'd and # 
govern'd, together with the Natures and Qualities. +. : 
of all: the Creatures, either of- thoſe which fall 
under our Obſervation, and about which we now- 
ſo much both pleaſe and puzzle our ſelves in long 
and laborious Searches; or of thoſe who are more 
remote, and concerning which we can frame only: 
ſome plauſible, or at beſt, probable Conjectures. 
Part of which are Angels, Arch- Angels, Cherubims, . 

8 Seraphims, Principalities, Powers, Throngyand Do- 
minions: Names and Titles we meet within Scrip- 
I. ture; 
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ture; but of which we underſtand at preſent lit- 
tle more than the bare Sound. Perhaps theſe are 
different Ranks and Orders of intelligent Natures, 
which riſing gradually one above another, in the 
Scale of Beings, fill up that infinite Diſtance. be- 
twixt an human Soul and its Creator; and, with} 
relation to the Parts above us, compleat tbe Har- 
mony of the Univerſe; and may vaſtly exceed the 
Stars of Heaven, or the Sands upon the Sea-ſhore 
for Multitude: But,of whoſe Powers and Proper- 
ties, Excellencies or Employments, we are now as 
ignorant, as the meaneſt Inſet concerning the Na- 
ture or State of Man. It muſt be pleaſant to have 
new and ſurprizing Scenes of Wonder and Admi- 
tration continually opening upon us: Throughly 
to underſtand what we call the Laws of Nature: 
To be let into the Secrets of the Univerſe ; and to 
be acquainted with the hidden Springs and Wheels, 
thoſe inviſible Inclinations and Attractions, where- 
by the minuteſt Parts of it are connected, moved, 
ſuſtained: To comprehend the different Magni- 
tudes and Diſtances, the Ends and Utes, the Re- 
lations, Periods, Beauty and Proportions of thoſe Wl 
Orbs, which ſeem to us ſcatter'd and diſpers'd with- 
out any regular Order, or the leaſt Footſteps of 
Wiſdom and Deſign : To mark the Dependance off 
the Parts of each Syſtem, or of the various Syſtems, 
one upon another: To vifit with the Swiftneſs of 
Thought, or Lightning, far-diſtant Worlds; to learn i 
how they are fitted up and furniſh'd, and by whom 
inhabited. It muſt be ſtill more pleaſant to trace 
this Earth; Man, its chief Inhabitant; and his 
great Enemy, the Devil, with his Companions 

and 
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and Accomplices, from firſt to laſt, through the 
ſeveral Events, Revolutions, and Stages of their 


Being: To know all they have been, and all they 
will be for ever. To theſe we may add a perfect 


Infight into that Myſtery of Godlineſs, God was Tim. ii. 16; 


manifeſted in the Fleſh. A Piece of Knowledge, 
which not only of all others the moſt nearly con- 
cerns us; but is in it ſelf of ſo excellent and ſub- 
lime a Nature, that tbe Angels themfclves are ſaid 
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to defire to look into it. And tho' theſe Wonders of 2 Pet. i. 12. 


God's Kingdom will not, probably, be reveal'd to 


us all at once, nor to all in the ſame Meaſure and 
Proportion, but according to the different Degrees 
of our Induſtry and Improvement here; yet fo 
much will be communicated to every one, as his 
Capacity and other Circumſtances will admit, and 
as to make him ſatisfied and happy: and ſuch 
Knowledge as this muſt be a perpetual Spring of 


Pleaſure. God's Nature, Perfections, Works of; 


Creation, Providence, and Redemption alone, are 
Subjects for Contemplation never to be exhauſt- 
ed; and the more and more we confider them, 
we may be making freſh Diſcoveries, and theſe at- 
tended with a freſh Pleaſure to all Eternity; it be- 
ing plainly the Nature of Knowledge, as it in- 
creaſeth, to grow ſtill more delightful. : 

TO this Enlargement of our Knowledge, we 
may add a ſuitable Improvement of all the other 
Faculties, Powers, and Perfections of our Souls, 
particularly of our Love of God, of Virtue, and 
of all good Beings. Here, alas! a thouſand Vani- 
ties divert our Thoughts, and ſteal our Affections 
from Him ; but there the 5 Viſion and Enjoy- 
Fan e ment 


—— 
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ment of his infinite Excellencies will engroſs our 
whole Hearts; we ſhall then delight our ſelves in 
no other Object in Compariſon of Him; have no 
other Pleaſure but to do his Will with the ſame BB 
Readineſs, Chearfulneſs, and Ardency of Affec- 
tion, with which the Angels do now in Heaven. 
And this will by no means be the ſmalleſt Part of 
our Felicity there; for the Height of Happineſs is 
nothing but Love, Divine Love; and God, the 
happieſt of all Beings, is Love it elf, and infi- 
nitely the moſt deſerving Object of it. 
AND then as to our Affections to one another. 
Here we meet with numberleſs Occaſions of 
Strifes and Diviſions. Intereſt ſeparateth chief 
Friends; Religion divides thoſe ic was deſign'd to 
unite ; groundleſs Fears make us often ſuſpect the 
Innocent; and unjuſt Jealouſies cool to thoſe we 
ought moſt to love: and a thouſand other little 
Accidents break that good Underſtanding and mu- 
tual Confidence, which in a great meaſure conſti- 
tute the Comfort of Life. And yet amidſt the 
preſent Heats and Competitions of the World, 
theſe are, more or leſs, hardly to be avoided. But 
when we are come, once come, unto Mount Sion, 
and unto the Cit mo of the living God, the heavenly 


FJeruſalem, to the general Agena and Church : 
the firſt-born, which 2 


the Spirits of juſt Men made perfets, i. e. freed 
from every Folly and Frailty, from all Peeviſhnefs 
and Frowardneſs of Temper, and from whatever 
elſe may offend : where there will be no Paſſion 
but that of Love; no Strife but that or eafing 
God; no Contention but that of obliging one 


2 another: 


are written in Heaven, and to if 
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another: where there will be no Claſhings of In- 
tereſt; our Faith and Religion free from all that 
Duſt and Diſpute which weak or deſigning Men 
raiſe about it here: where there will be no per- 
verſe Humours to diſturb, no artful Diſguiſes to 
deceive, no falſe Diſtruſts and Surmiſes, no little 
and ſelfiſh Ends, to divide and diſtract us. What 
a bleſſed State this! and what infinite Delight muſt 
a candid and good - natur'd Soul take in ſuch tranſ- 
porting Society and Converſation ] A Society made 
up of all the ſhining Lights of Antiquity ; of 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, Confeſ- 
ſors; of all the Wiſe and Good we have ever known, 
heard, or read of, and admir'd here. If the Charms 
ariſing from a free- and full Communication of 
Thoughts, from mutual Confidence and Concern, 
and from a generous Exchange of good Offices, 
vaſtly ſurpaſs thoſe of all other Kinds, even amidſt 
our preſent Imperfections; how high and raviſh- 
ing muſt they be in ſuch a ſelect Company, which 
were the Honour and Happineſs of their reſpective 
Ages and Countries, the Glory and Praiſe of all 


Times and Places! The very meeting and ming- 


ling together of ſuch an Aſſembly, muſt needs pro- 
duce a Pleaſure inexpreffible ; and one cannot think 
of it, without crying out, with one of the Orna- 
ments of the Heathen World, O glorious Day, 
when T ſhall go hence into that divine Council and Com- 
pany of Souls* What ingenuous Converſations, 


what ſublime Speculations, what noble Diſcove- 


* O preclarum Diem, cm ad illud divinum Animorum concilium 


cetumque proficiſcar. Cicero de Senectute. | | 
D 2 ries, 
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ries, what refined Arts of Endearment and Friend- 
ſhip may not be expected there! And if, beſide 
their Love to each other, we ſuppoſe them joining, 
at ſtated Times, in Praiſes and Hallelujahs to God, 
and to the Lamb, who waſhed] them in his Blood, 
and redeemed them out of every Kindred and Tongue, | 
and People and Nation. Imagination cannot form | 
an Idea of any thing more heavenly and more 
happy. Amidſt this Family or Houſhold of God, 
we may probably ſee many of our moſt intimate 
and deareſt Friends; and their Happineſs cannot 


ſure but vaſtly increaſe our own : nay, we may 


perhaps meet with ſome who were formerly our 
Enemies, but are now all Benevolence and Kind- 


neſs; for Enmity and Hatred can find no Admittance 


into theſe Regions of Love and Bliſs; and learn, 
to our unſpeakable Joy, that our Prayers here for 
their Repentance and Pardon, had prevail'd with 
God to forget and forgive their Offences againſt us. 
BUT I muſt be haitning to another Pro- 
vince. Give me Leave, however, juſt co obſerve, 
that would the Time permir me to proceed, and 
was I able to deſcribe, fully to deſcribe to you this 


* heavenly Jeruſalem ; this City, which hath the Foun- 


dations, whoſe nn and Maker is God; this King- 
dom of 7 ruth, Virtue, and Happineſs ; where all 
Tears ſhall be "wiped away from our Eyes; where 
there ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow nor 
Crying, neither ſhall there be any more Pain. And, 
what is ſtill more deſirable, no longer either Sin 


or Temptation, for the former Things are pa ed 


away; where we ſhall be before the Throne, o 24 
and ſer ve Him Day and Nigbt; and be that fitteth 
on 
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pn the Throne ſhall dwell 72 us; where we ſball 


hunger no more, neither thirſt any more; neither 


s, and ſhall lead us unto living Fountains of Waters. 
In a word, where we ſhall be as perfect and happy 
oth in Body and Soul, as our Acquiſitions and 
\trainments in Virtue here, and the Diſpoſitions 
d Capacities we carry hence, will permit, and 
at for ever. Nay, could I but ſet before you, as 
deſerves, the unſpeakable Felicity of being a 
Fart and Partaker of this bleſſed Society, happy in 
We more immediate Preſence and. Enjoyment of 
od, of Chriſt, of Myriads of thoſe glorious 
reatures the Angels, and of the Saints and Wor- 
ies of all Ages; where we ſhall know even as we 
e known ; and where there will be ſuch a perfect 
Jarmony of Thoughts and Aﬀections ; ſo much 
f thoſe pleaſing Paſſions (if I may fo call them) 
Love, Benevolence and Gratitude, and Objects 


irely I need uſe no further Perſuaſion, I think it 


ns on theſe Things, or to deſire any thing more 
Pan an Inheritance among theſe Saints, where 
liſs and Glory, Truth and Knowledge, Love and 
barity, ſhall never fail. — And having done 
ith the Text, 


I COME now to pay the laſt Office of Friend- 
ip and Reſpect, I might ſay, of Truth and Fuftice, 
the Memory of the valuable and excellent Per- 


2, whoſe Loſs all we who knew Her, have but 
too 


ery way ſo worthy of them; could I do this, 


ould be impoſſible for you not to ſet your Aﬀec- 


ball the Sun light on us, nor any Heat. For the Rev. vii. 15, 
amb which is in the midſt of the Throne ſhall feed . 17. 


Wirneſs that what we ſay falls ſhort of Truth 


Matt. v. 16. 


Luke vi. 10. 


too juſt Reaſon to regret. In my own Judgment 
indeed, I have ever been averſe to Funeral Com. 
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mendations, and this is the firſt I ever hazard 
ed: They are of no real Service to the Dead, and 
when unjuſtly, immoderately, or even mdiſcreet] 
and injudiciouſſy beſtow'd, have a manifeſt ill In 
fluence on.the Living. And we of the 'Clergyl 
ſhould ar all Times, and perhaps more particular 
ly in theſe Days, be, above alb Phings, careful not 
to proſtitute our Praiſes, and thereby bring ou 
ſelves and Order into Contempt. 1 

BUT yet where a Character for Goodneſs is 1 
diſputable ; where thoſe who hear us can bea 
Witneſs to the Truth of what we ſay, can bea 


there we may with Safety to our ſelves, and with 
out Offence to others; nay, in ſome Cafes, it ma 
be our Duty; the declining and drooping Intereſt 
of Piety and Religion, (as requiring all the Helpt 
we can give them) may demand it from us, to le 
the good Works of :thoſe who depart hence in the Lor 
ſbine before Men, that they may ſee them, glori 
God for them, and themſelves learn to go and d 
likewiſe. | 
AND ſince I muſt ſpeak of Her, (for I canno 
either deny it to my own Heart, to do what Juſtict 
I'can to her Merit, nor would I willingly let flip 
ſuch an Opportunity of recommending ſo fair 4 
Example to your Imitation) I ſhall ſpeak of He 
firſt, as is natural, in that Capacity in which 
knew Her beſt, and wherein I molt ſenſibly fee 
her Loſs, viz. in that of Friendſhip. And it 
this Relation, there was one Virtue, of which She 
WA) 
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was Miſtreſs in a high Degree, and on the Account 
of which, 1 cannot help wiſhing, She had been 


think, now She is dead, we may almoſt ſay of it, 

| as was formerly ſaid of Juſtice, that it has Por. 
In /aken the Earth, and is fed to Heaven: The Virtue 
I mean, is Sincerity.. Not but that I hope, and be- 
lieve, there are here and there to be found yet re- 
maining, not a few Inſtances of this unfaſhionable 
Quality, who may be looked upon as the Salt of 


it from Corruption: But yet, God knows! valuable 
as this Virtue is in it ſelf; yet it is render'd much 
more ſo, by its being rare and uncommon. It 
was the Obſervation of an eloquent and excellent 
Prelate of our Church ſome Years ago, (and, I 
fear, the Caſe has been growing worſe ever ſince) 
« That it was juſt Matter of Complaint, that Sin- 
« cerity and Plainneſs were out of Faſhion ; that 
« our Language was running into a Lie; that Men 
« had almoſt quite perverted the Uſe of Speech, 
e and made Words to ſignify nothing; that the 
C greateſt Part of the Converſation of Mankind, 
e and their Intercourſe with one another, was lit- 
te tle elſe but driving a Trade of Diſſimulation, 
« jnſomuch that it would make a Man heaxtily 
* fick, and weary of the World, to ſee the little 
be Sincerity that is in Uſe and Practice among Men, 
« and tempt him to break out into that melancholy 
« Complaint and Wiſh of the Prophet [Ferem. ix.] 
3 * 1 bag + in 406 9 4 Lacke. Peet of 


X Archbiſhop Tillotſon, See his Sermon on duty. ; 
ce way? 


more generally known when living ; becauſe. . 


the Earth, and as delign'd by Providence to keep 


1 & by - 
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% Habitation is in the midſt of Deceit, one ſpeałetb 

« [ieth in wait. Shall I not viſit for theſe Things, 
e 

« of ſuch a Nation as this?“ 


derſtanding, and what is ſtill a ſtronger one, the 


of a narrow and ſhallow Capacity, of a little and 
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te way-faring Men, that I might leave my People, and 
go from them ! For they are all Adulterers, and an 


Aſſembly of treacherous Men, and they bend their 
« Tongues, like their Bow, for Lies, but have no Cou- 
« rage for the Truth upon Earth. Take ye heed every 
<« one of your Neighbours, and truſt ye not in any Bro- 
« ther ; for every Brother will utterly ſupplant, and 
« every. Neighbour will walk with Slanders. Thine 


« heaceably to his Neighbour, but in his Heart be 


« ſaith the Lord? and ſhall not my Soul be avenged 


AGAINST all ſuch Meanneſs, the worthy 
Object of our preſent Concern had, I think, a 
double Guard; the natural Goodneſs of her Un- 


Uprightneſs of her Heart; I ſay, a natural good 
'Underſtanding ; for all Infincerity is a certain Sign 


low Mind. Solomon emphatically ſtiles Deceit the 
Folly of Fools; ſuch a Piece of Folly, as a Man of 
ſound and ſolid Senſe cannot poſſibly be guilty of: 
And the great Fooliſhneſs of it appears particular- 
ly in this, that while they fanſy themſel ves mighty 
wiſe, and too cunning to be found our, they are 
ſeen through, and ſecretly deſpiſed by all who 
know them *. 


m Agreeably hereto, a great Genius and Philoſopher of our own, 
(the Lord Yerulam) remarks, ** That the able Men that ever were, Wl 
* have had all an Openneſs and Frankneſs of Dealing, and a Name 
7 Certainty and Veracity.” See his Eſſay on Simulation and Diſ- 
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nd HER Behaviour to thoſe wich whom She con- 
an verſed, was free from all falſe Appearances, artful 
ir Diſguiles, and little Frauds ; it was eaſy and open. 
4- Her Kindneſs in the Reception of you, was not un- 
ry like chat of a near Relation, ande had ſometbing in 
0-M it infinitely more taking than all the ſtudied Art, 
d all the affected Civility and Politeneſs in the 
ne World. Where She had a real Value Her ſelf, 
th there She was, and there only, deſirous of being 
be eſteem'd; and as She could not but be ſenſible 
„ She deſervedly was ſo, if She valued Her ſelf 
ed Pp any thing, it was on being ſo; this be- 
ing but natural ro a Mind ſo tender, ſo full of 
hy Senſe and Sincerity, as Hers was. As She was hap- 
all py in the moſt even and conſtant; Temper Lever 
| knew, and as She did not haſtily enter into an In- 
timacy, the Perſon who was once Her Friend, was 
ſure always of being ſo, unleſs by their own Fault. 
And tho' She had ſomething ſo ſweet in Her Diſ- 
poſition, and ſo very engaging; in her Manner, 
that She would, in a ſingle Viſit, go a great way 
toward gaining your good Opinion; yet what con- 
firm'd and ſecur'd it to Her, was to find that all 
was ſound and ſincere; that there were no falſe 
Colours or Pretences hung out, but that the; Lam Prov.xxxi. 26. 
of Kindneſi, which dwelt on her Tongue, flowed 
rem her Heart. As her Judgment of Perſons 
and Things was very juſt, her Opinion (where it 
could be had) was of an ineſtimable Value, as one 
might depend upon its being free from every un- 
due Influence; and She would weigh and conſider 
a. Friend's: Caſe; juſt as if it had been Her own. « 
This right Turn of e Sentiments, made 
it 
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| it eaſy to converſe with Her: She was fo far from 
expecting, that She, from her Heart, deſpiſed all 
thoſe extravagant Compliments, thoſe idle and 
fooliſh Speeches, which Vanity and Inſincerity 
have rendered almoſt a neceſſary Part of Civility 
and good Manners to thoſe of her' Sex, of any 
Faſhion in the World. There was one particular 
Piece of Baſeneſs and Cruelty She abhorred, and 
that was, any Endeavour towards ſinking a wor- 
thy and weighty Character, by dark Hints, or lit- 
tle and dubious Inſinuations; or by picking out 
and heightning, and then ridiculing, any innocent 
and unavoidable Unhappineſs or Misfortune in 
it. And tho' an honeſt Scorn and Deteſtation 
of every thing that was mean or vicious was, on 
all Occafions, eminently remarkable in Her; yet 
the Unhappy, even by their own Folly and Faulr, 
where the Circumſtances would admit of it, were 
ſure of her Compaſſion, In theſe She would 
pity, generouſly pity their want of Education, 
and proper Opportunities of learning to know 
themſelves, arid what Decency and Duty demand- 
ed of them, bettet. This Integrity of Behaviour 
is ſo charming (Lam ſore it was ſo in Her) that 
one knows not how: to take one's Leave of it; one 
would ſet it, would the Time permit, in all poſſi- 
ble Lights, that it might appear to all poſſible Ad- 
vantage, the better to recommend it felf to our 
Choice. Nor let any then think this a Matter of 
{mall Motnent, which, if duly pra&is'd, would make 
Mankind fo happy in one another. e 
I WILL not ſay, but the Opinion which T had 
conceiv'd of Her, might make me ſomtimes par- 
I tial 
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tial in her Favour, (and a laudable Partiality this 
to the Deſerving 1) but in ſuch an Hour, and ſuch 
a Light as I have been deſcribing, I have thought 
I have had before me that fair Picture of Virtue, 
which a noble Heathen tells us, could we but ſee © 
with our Byes,would raiſe in us a wonderful Affection 
and Admiration' of it. In a word, this Sincerity 
in all we fay and do, is a Diſpoſition ſo amiable 
and excellent, that David makes it a neceſſa 
Qualification of an Inhabitant of Sion, that he | 
ſhould- ſpeak i the! Truth from bis Heart, that be pal. xv. 2, 3 
bath uſed ne Deceit in his Tongue, and bath not 

andered bis Neighbour : and elſewhere pronounceth | 
him Bleſſed, in whoſe Spirit there is no Guile, And xd. 2. 
it is worthy Notice, that the higheſt Character 
and fulleſt Commendation, that our Bleſſed Saviour 
ever beſtow'd upon any particular Perſon, was on 
Nathaniel, and that upon account of His Sineerity; 
pointing him out at the ſame time as a kind of I 
Wonder or Curioſity: Behold, ſays he, an Tſraelite John i. 47. 
Indeed, in whom is no Gul nE An | 

AND if She was thus valuable as a Friend, 

what an ineſtimable Jewel muſt She have been as 
a Wife ! She was, I think in that relation, all that 
Heart could wiſh ; at once the moſt agreeable 
Companion, and -moſt faithful Partaker in every 
Joy and every Sorrow. Sorrow, did 1 ſay? 1 be- 

ieve if we except Sickneſs, and thoſe unavoidable 
Accidents, which the very Condition of Living ex- 
poſes all in common to, they ſcarce knew any. 

& tanquam faciem Honeftj vides ; 
iles Amores (ut ait Plato) — &e. 
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n Formam quidem 
que ſi oeulis cerneretur, mi 
Cicero de Officiis, I. 5. 
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Their mutual Deſire to! oblige each other, and 


the Pleaſure they took in it, like a perpetual Sun- 


ſhine, diſperſed every approaching Cloud, and one 
eternal Spring of Peace and Good-narure cherith'd 
end enliven'd even the moſt indifferent Actions, 
and raiſed them far above common Life, Her 
whole Carriage and Converſation beſpoke 'Her 
pure and ſpotleſs, even in Thought; and She paſ- 
ſed as uncenſur'd and unblemiſh'd through the 
World as Her Virtue deſerv'd. She was in Fact, 
what Cæſar is reported to have ſaid his Wife ought 
to be, Not only free from Fault, but from the leaſt 
Shadow or Suſpicion of it. 


EQUALLY perfect was She as a Daughter 1 


and indeed She kept up the Duties of Love and 
Honour to her Father (her only ſurviving Parent 
after J knew Her) in the higheſt and tendereſt 
Manner I ever obſerv'd : One of the moſt ſenſible 


Pleaſures of her Life was writing to, and hearing 


from that Father; a Pleaſure which She never 
long wanted. He had been careful to rain Her 
up, when young, in the Way She ſhould go, and 
when grown up, She neither forgot him nor it. 
An uſeful Leſſon to Parents, to ſow the Seeds of 
Piety and Duty in the Minds of their Children 
early, if they expect the happy Fruits or Comfort 
of them afterwards. n 9; 

AND, indeed, asnooneever deſerved atenderand 
affect ionate Huſband and Parent better; ſo no Wife 
or Daughter was ever happier in thoſe Relations of 


o Interrogatuſque cur igitur repudiaſſet Uxorem ; quoniam, inquit, 
Meos tam /ipicione quam Crimine judich carere oportere.  Suetonius 


Life, 


Jul. Cæſ. c. Ixxiv. 
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Life. She had the gogd Fortune to have her 
Worth known and priz'd, and to meet with juſt 
and full Returns of Regard and Affection. | 

AND if any thing here below could have juſti- 
fied the ſetting our Hearts upon it, it muſt have been 
Friend, a Wife, a Daughter like Her; and yet her 
Death has convinc'd us all, (particularly Him who 
had the chief Intereſt in Her, and who, in havin 
ſo, was lately the happieſt of Men) of the Vanity 
of doing this: And he is juſt like a Merchant, who 
had laid out all his Treaſures in one Pearl of great 
Price, and of which, by a fatal Shipwrack, he has 
ately ſuffer'd the Loſs. | 

TO theſe I might add Her univerſal Benevo- 
lence to all in general, her Regard and Tender- 


i 


* 


ee ee 


harity and Compaſſion to the poor in particular. 
might enlarge on that Heavenly- mindedneſs, 
hat Love and Affection for Things above, which 
has been the Subject of the preſent Diſcourſe; 
but the Time will not permit, and J haſten to the 
hief Branch of it, to what our Bleſſed Saviour 
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at once the Ground and Foundation, the Crown 
and Commendation of whatever Excellency we 
are capable of attaining, viz, Her Love of and 
Pzety to God. And She was ſo exact and con- 
ant in her Devotion, that She could juſtly have 
pplied her ſelf to God in the Words of the 
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00n-day, will I pray, and that inſtantly. The 
dun roſe, came to his height, and ſet, not more 


ertainly and regularly than She prayed ; for, 
though 


neſs to her Neighbours and Servants, and her 


alls the fir/t and great Commandment, and what is Matt,xxii. 38. 


P/almiſt ; In the Evening and Morning, and at Pu. lv. 18 
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AQs xvii. 28. ſenſible, that in Him She lived and moved, ang 
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though She was bleſs'd with Plenty, and happy 
in what are, though very improperly called the 
Goods of Fortune; yet She was convinc'd, that 
Nothing (no, nor every Thing) in this World, 
was capable of making Her happy. She was 


had ber Being; that on Him She depended eve. 
ry Moment, not only for the Conveniencies and 
Comforts of Life, but for Life it ſelf. And as 
her Lot had fallen in a fair Ground, and She bad 
a goadly Heritage, She had a deep Senſe of Gods 
Bounty towards Her; and, knowing that the bet 
of us are not worthy of the leaſt of His Mer 
cies, as She was in all Reſpects of a grateful Tem- 
per; ſo here She was remarkably ſo, and would 
take a particular Pleaſure in praiſing the Lord for 
His Goodneſs. | | 
AND, in order to ſerve Him acceptably, Shell 
did not, like the Heathen Idolaters of old, or like 
the Natural Religion or Moral Men in our Days 
firſt make a God to her Mind, and then wore 
ſhip Him juſt as might ſuit her Humour or Fan- 
cy; but She ſought His Will in His Word, with 
this happy Qualification, to find it ; that She hag 
no Will of Her own, no Will but His And 48 
order to this bleſſed End, She was not only a con- 
ſcientious Attendant in His Houſe, and very ob- 
ſervant of what She heard from the Pulpit; but. 
She was likewiſe at Home a conſtant and care- 
ful Reader of the Bible; and had ſuch a choroughl 
Comprehenſion of the State and Condition of Mau- 
kind, from firſt to laſt ; of their original Inno- 
cence and Rectitude; of their Fall; of that gra» 
C1OUS Bil 
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cious Method God had taken for their Reco- 
very; of the Fitneſs and Wiſdom of it; of the 
warm Returns of Thankfulneſs and Honour due 
Idi from Chriſtians for it; and even of ſome of the 
more difficult Paflages of Scripture; as is not com- 
monly to be mer with in one of her Sex: And 
it was impoſſible to entertain Her better, to ren- 
der your Converſation more agreeable to Her, 
or indeed to lay a greater Obligation upon Her, 
than to clear up any Part- of the Viſdom of God, 
in this great My/tery ; any thing relating to a fu- 
ure State, or the Happineſs of Bleſſed Souls 
here, which She did nor ſo perfectly underſtand 
before; and She is now gone to taſte and expe- 
ience the happy Privilege contain'd in that fa- 
ourite Paſſage of Hers, after the Meaning of 
hich She was ſo inquifitive; and with the 
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And after all her Care, (ſo tender was her Con- 
ſcience, and of ſuch infinite Importance was the 
Thing to Her! that) She would ſometimes be 
a little apprehenſive, leſt ſhe ſhould not have 
formed her Faith aright ; and when She was con- 
firmed and comforted in this reſpe&, you might 
diſcover the Joy of her Heart very viſibly in her 
Face. As She had been early taught, and her 
Mind ſtrongly tinctur'd with a Senſe of Religion 
and Devotion, I think the Warmth of it was kept 
up in her Breaſt, like an eternal Flame, without 
ever once expiring. It might, and indeed will even 
in the beſt, be at ſometimes warmer and brighter 
than at others. And indeed as She lived, ſo She 
died; pouring out her Soul to God in that excel- 
lent Colle& of our Church, for the ſeventh Sun- 
day after Trinity, which was, I ſuppoſe, one of 
Her ſelect Prayers. | 

THIS Temper, or rather Habit of Devotion, 
and of Regard to God's Will and Commands, made 
Her glad of all Opportunities to receive the Sacra- 
ment, as a Teſtimony of the Senſe She had of the 
ineſtimable Benefit of Chriſt's Death, and of her 
Gratitude to that Saviour, who had done and 
{uffer'd ſo much for Her; and it was an aſtoniſh- 
ing Thing to Her, that there ſhould be Men 
who could overlook ſuch an amazing Inſtance of 
Love and Kindneſs. And in Her laſt Sickneſs, 
tho' She was not apprehenſive of Danger, yet She 
intended, had She lived one Day longer, to have 
partook of this * Communion, giving this re- 
markable Reaſon for ſo doing, that She had once 
omitted it, upon being obliged to take a ſudden 
Journey, 
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Journey, which She ſeemed to charge Her ſelf 
with as a Fault or Neglect, of which She was 
defirous to eaſe her Conſcience. Bleſſed Circum- 
ſtance! for ever to be, ſhall I-fay, admir'd, or en- 
vied ? That ſuch a caſual Omiſſion, upon the Re- 
view of her Life, ſhould: be the higheſt Crime 
She had to accuſe Her ſelf of. — From all 
which it appears, that the Principles of Piety to 
God, and Sincerity to Man, were in Her like 
Seeds ſown in a rich and happy Soil, they grew 
up, and brought forth Fruit to Perfection. As 
She had receiv'd them in an honeſt and good Heart, 
She ſuffered neither the wicked One to come and Luke viii. 15. 
take away that which was ſown, nor the Cares of Mark iv. 19. 
this World, or the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, or the 
Luſts of other Things, to enter in and choke them, 
ſo as to become unfruitful. | | | | 

THUS good, thus happy was She! and, indeed, 
conſidering how juſt her . Notions of Happineſs 
were, it could hardly be otherwiſe : She placed 
it firſt (where it ever ought to be firſt-plac'd) in 
the Favour and Approbation of God; in a fin- 
cere Endeavour to live ſo as to be entitled to 
that Bleſſedneſi mention d by the Eſalmiſt, of ha- 
ving our former Unrighteouſneſs fargiven, our Pla.xxxii.1,2, 
Tranſgreſſions covered; and our preſent ſmaller 
Sins of Infirmity and daily Incurfion, not imputed 
unto us: She look'd upon a Conſcience void of Offence A8sxxiv. 16. 
toward God, and toward Men, as the Foundation 
of all true Tranquillity and Felicity: She plac'd 
it next in the Love and Affection of her Huſband, 
Parent, and other Relations, and acquitting Her 
ſelf worthily in every Part of Life which pro- 
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perly belonged to Her. To theſe She would add 
the Company and Converſation of a Friend, in 
whoſe Virtue and Sincerity She could think Her 
ſelf ſafe. In forming and fixing theſe Sentiments 
of Happineſs, Retirement and Reading had been 
of great Service to Her; and She had at laſt ſo 
low an Opinion of every thing beſides, that 
if She was forced for ſome time, either by Civili- 
ty or Buſineſs, into the more general Converſa- 
tion, or ſomething like what is called the Gaiety 
of Life, She was foon fick of the Folly and Tri- 
fling, Vanity and Inſincerity, Malice and III- 
nature, She could not but obſerve in it, and was 
always glad when She had eſcaped from ir. 

MUCH more might, much more ought to 
he ſaid of this incomparable Woman: But we 
muſt be forced, how unwillingly ſoever, to take 
our Leave. I muſt, however, be ſo juſt both to 
Her and to my ſelf, as to obſerve, that I am 
far from thinking this a full and perfe& Picture 
of Her. No! 'tis but a faint and diſtant. 
Likeneſs, — a favourite Feature or two, imperfect- 
ly copied by one who knew Her well, had been 
happy in her Friendſhip, and who, from the fin- 
cere Affection and Eſteem he bore Her, was de- 
ſrrous to ſhew his Reſpect, little concern'd that 
he was at the fame time ſhewing his own Weak- 
neſs, and how unfit he was for the Taſk he had 
undertaken. Though any Attempt, how imper- 
fect ſoever, to recommend Virtue, by doing what 
Juſtice we are able to thoſe who deſerved well; 
muſt, with the Candid and the Good, carry with 
it no ſmall Excuſe and Alleviation. And ſome- 
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2 Funeral of Mrs. Mary Turvile. 
body or other has remark'd, in a like Caſe, That 
when Life is gone, a Picture drawn even by an un- 
Skilful Hand, will have its W e Value with thoſe 
who loved, what it doth ever, unequally re- 


preſent. 


4 


TH Us excellent, her Loſs was, no doubt, great * 


and yet what made it more ſenſibly felt was, its 
being ſudden and unlook'd for: for though She 
had been ſick, She was thought in no Danger; 
and her Death at laſt was ſo eaſy and gentle, that 
as long as She could ſpeak, (and She was ſpeech- 
leſs but a few Minutes) She was Her ſelf not ſen- 
fible of any; as appears from this remarkable 
Expreſſion which dropped from Her: Was I 
« dying, ſurely Nature would tell me fo.” Her 
Body free from any violent Pains or Convul- 
fions, her Mind calm and ſerene : She had this 
beſt of Cordials to comfort Her, and She bleſſed 
God for it, that She had not then her Peace to 
make, God, in Kindneſs to Her, nad placed a 
Guard of good Angels round Her, which would 


not ſuffer the Enemy to approach Her, or diſturb 


ber laſt Moments: but yet when thoſe we love 
and value are, in the Twinkling of an Eye, thus 
unexpectedly ſnatch'd from us, though their De- 
parture be attended with all theſe favourable Cir- 
cumſtances; yet even then, ſudden Surprizes of 
this kind, which touch us nearly, almoſt inſen- 
fibly betray our Weakneſs into Expoſtulations with 
Providence; and we can ſcarce help ſaying, with 
the Prophet, Rrghreous art thou, O Lord, 

we plead with thee, yet let us talk with thee of thy 
Judgments. Give us Leave at leaſt, with due Hu- 
| * EY mility 


43 


when Jerem. xu. 1. 
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| mility to enquire, why are the beſt taken firſt 
Why are they taken when they can leaſt be ſpar d? 
When the Cauſe of Religion and Virtue [ſtands 
in moſt. need of ſuch. faithful Succours and 
Supports? Do theſe purer Spirits fly off by their 
native Excellency, as we ſee in other things the 
fineſt , Particles ſeparate themſelves from their 
groſſer Dregs, and make their Eſcape firſt? Are 
they too good for this World, ripe for Heaven, 
and are they taten away, in Mercy to them, from 
the Evil to come? Or are they removed in Anger 
to us, and becauſe we were unworthy of their 
longer Continuance amongſt us? Theſe Depths 
of Providence we are not able ro fathom at pre- 
ſent; but the Reaſons and Wiſdom of them we 
ſhall one Day ſee, and be throughly ſatisfied in. 
In the mean time let us, with the Pſalmiſt, be 
dumb, and ofen not our Mouths : or, if we muſt 
SR —  fſpeak, yer ſtill let us ſubmir, and ſay with old 
BE: Sam. iii. 18. Eli, It is the Lord, let Him do what ſeemeth Him 
118 good; and confeſs, that however unequal and ſe- 
„. vere his Diſpenſations may, ſeem, yet that great 
14 and marvellous are thy Works, Lord God Almighty! 
Tuft and true are thy Ways, thou King of Saints. 
TH US remarkably happy was She in Life and. 
. Death! Happy, where Happineſsalone is to be found, 
e. i. 21. in the Favour of God; and tho' Death, without. 
i doubt, is to her Gain; yet we cannot but wiſh, for. 
our own ſakes, chat we had been happy in the 
longer Enjoyment of Her. However, be this our 
Comfort, that She lived and died good; that by. 
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| 4 a being faithful unto Death, She hath ſecured (the 
WR ey. ii. 10. only way by which it can be ſecured) a Crown of 
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Funeral of Mrs. Mary Turvile. 
Life; that while living She was bleſſed in Plenty, 


blefled in Relations, bleſſed in Friends, and bleſſed 


in the general good Opinion; the Love and Eſteem 


of all who knew Her; and now She is dead, hath 


left behind Her a Name, which will embalm her 
Memory, preſerve it ſweeter and freſher than the 
richeſt, the moſt precious Ointments, the moſt 
coſtly or fragrant Spices. — And ſince all our 
Care and Caution, all our. Love and Kindneſs, 

could not keep Her; fince She is now no longer 
ours, but her Life, in the Language of my Text, 

is bid with Chriſt in God ; it is but common Pru- 
dence, and a due Regard to our ſelves, to take 


care that She ſhould not leave us Grief and An- 


guiſh only, when She has ſo well done her Parr, 


453 


to leave us ſo winning an Example of whatſoever pry. iv. 


Things are true, of whatſoever Things are honeſt, 
of whatſoever T hings are juſt, of whatſoever Things 
are pure, of whatſoever Things are lovely, of what- 
ever Things are of good Report. If therefore 
there be any Virtue left amongſt us, or if there 
be any Praiſe yet remaining for what is Praiſe- 
vorthy ; if we have any Regard for Her, or any 
for our ſelves, let us think on, and imitate theſe 
hings, 

HER Life is, indeed (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) 
id with Chriſt in God. But for Her, and for our 


omfort, we know that when Chrift, who 1s her Coloſſ. iii. 4 


ife, ſhall appear, then ſhall She alſo appear with 
im in Glory; as She left this World upon the ſame 


Day on which He aſcended up to Heaven. She is, 


4 She died on Aſcenſion-Day: which Circumſtance was the Reaſon of 
preaching on this Text. The Deſign to prevail with us to aſcend like- 
iſe in Heart and Mind, wan Her, to /eek thoſe Things which are 2 
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. diſpute, happy; unſpeakably happy at 
reſent, and. in full Expectation and Aſſurance © 
— ſtill more ſo at the laſt Day, when tha 
, which we are now committing to the Grave 
with all the Marks of Reſpect and Honour in ou 
Power, ſhall riſe again to meet its departed Com 
panion, that She may receive her perfect Conſums 
mation and Bliſs, both in Body and Soul, Till which 
bleſſed Union, a decent and ſecure Repofitory * 
provided for that Body, till che laſt Trump ſhalf 
ſummon it to Judgment. And tho' I am ſeng 
fible it can never in the leaſt avail Her; on 
Suppoſition that any Concern of this Nature i 
the Living could poſſibly avail the Dead, I think 
She would want it as little as almoſt any ever did 
yet, out of pure Tenderneſs, I cannot forbeaf 
this laſt Farewel, this friendly, but fruicleſs Will 
for Her, tho' departed, in the Words of St. Paul 
for Oneſimus, then probably living, 2 Tim. i. 1% 
The Lord grant unto her that ſhe may find —_ 

of the Lord in that Day [ 
N 


Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
be all Honour, Praiſe, and Glory, benceforth 
and for evermore. Amen. | 
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T he Author's Diſtance from the Preſs preven 
Attendance, jt is hoped any Slip or Error "will be 

candidly overlook'd. , 


